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A Study of Feeding Giant Pandas on Different Bamboo
Shoots from the Emei Mountain Area

CHEN Ya'® ZHANG Gui-quan’® CHEN Xuding'
(1. Sichuan Nature Resources Science Academy Chengdu 610015 China;
2. Sichuan Province Laboratory for Natural Resources Protection and Sustainable
Utilization Chengdu 610015 China;
3. China Conservation and Research Center for the Giant Panda Wolong 623006 China)

Abstract: Although the bamboo resources are widely distributed in the Emei Mountain area various kinds

of bamboos have different growth time of bamboo shoots. To find suitable edible bamboos for giant pandas

feeding studies were made of eight bamboo shoots in the Emei Mountain area. The results showed that

there were five kinds of bamboo shoots suitable for feeding giant pandas from April to October in each

year thus providing an important food source for the ex-situ conservation of giant pandas.
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Pleioblastus maculates 4 6
Phyllostachys nigra 4 5 6
Phyllostachys bambusoides 4 -7 6
Sieb. form. lacrimadeae Keng et Wen
Phyllostachys edulis 3 4 0

Chimonobambusa szechuanensis 9 10

Phyllostachys nidularia Munro 4 5 5

Phyllostachys heteroclada Oliv 5 5

Neosinocalamus affinis (Rendle) Kengf. f. affinis 7 8 0
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